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RIGHTER light—bright enough to 
help turn drivers and pedestrians into 
even stronger boosters for lighting—and 
more efficient light to gain the support of 

those responsible for the public budgets are - —" 
was treated 



























both promised the industry by the progress AFTER it 
illustrated in the pictures above. 

It’s hard to believe that the two pictures 
show the same roadway illuminated with exactly the of granite to the pavement with a layer of asphalt. 
same lighting equipment giving the same number of The results were astounding. Visibility jumped. 
foot-candles of illumination. What makes the light- Better, more effective illumination— without a sing 
ing in one case so much more effective? change in the lighting itself. 


It’s the difference in the surface of the road. And 


Some highway engineers have seen in these tests 
the change came about this way: 


a way to increase safety on the highway. The 





G-E lighting engineers have, of course, realized are now working out a plan for co-ordinating tht 
that the reflective values of different road surfaces design of the lighting equipment with the design ! 
vary a great deal. They know that some surfaces the road at the time of building. They see, too, the 
actually waste light—by absorbing it. So, with the possibility of making simple and inexpensi\ changes 
co-operation of the City of Lynn and committees of on existing roads to make the lighting mort effective. 
the Asphalt Institute and the Illuminating Engineer- And with lighting efficiency increased, with good 
ing Society, they put their knowledge to work on a lighting consequently a better buy, you industr) 
inadeny sa Leven. strides ahead in its ability to serve the pu)lic. 

They tested the lighting on one type of road sur- The benefits to you from this —and all t/ve similat 
face in common use. And they found that, although work carried on by General Electric —com- as added 
the lighting was theoretically adequate, much of it benefits from your purchases of Genera Electric 
was being absorbed, wasted. So they ““glued’” chips products. 


SEE THE G-E “HOUSE OF MAGIC” AT BOTH FAIRS 
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Consolidated Edison Opens Drive 


to Sell Automatic Refrigerators 


Chairman Carlisle sees co-operative campaign aiding business recovery 
— Sees better business ahead and boom in 1940 — Manufacturers, 
dealers and distributors join in gigantic drive — 2,200 at meeting 


The largest co-operative campaign 
for the sale of automatic refrigerators 
yet attempted by the industry was 
launched last Tuesday night at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria by Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, Inc., as Floyd L. 
Carlisle, chairman, told moré than 
2,200 gathered at the dinner-meeting 
that the business man’s efforts to in- 
crease the production and distribution 
of goods and services are the only 
things that will get the country out 
of the recession. 

Details of the gigantic campaign, to 
replace at least 1,000,000 ice boxes in 
the New York City area with auto- 
matic refrigeration, were announced by 
E. F. Jeffe, vice-president, to the repre- 
sentatives of thirteen co-operating re- 
frigerator manufacturers, twelve dis- 
tributors, 875 approved dealers and 
banking, advertising and utility repre- 
sentatives. 


Speaks for manufacturers 


J. S. Knowlson, chairman of Stew- 
art-Warner Corp., spoke for the man- 
ufacturers and M. H. Aylesworth, for- 
mer managing director of the National 
Electric Light Association and now 
publisher of the New York World- 
Telegram, presented his reactions to the 
— 

Mr. Carlisle declared that the re- 
Vival of business enterprise was the 


“No. 1 problem of this country.” He 
pointed out that the solution of prac- 
tically all other major problems de- 
pended on and would naturally follow 
the revival of business. American busi- 
ness “could snap out of the depression” 
if it were certain that “the rules of the 
game would stay set long enough,” he 
said. Mr. Carlisle saw an encouraging 
sign in the recognition of the govern- 
ment “that making a profit is not a 
disgrace.” He felt that there would 
be no boom in 1939, but a coming one 
in 1940. However, he said business this 
year would be much better than that 
of 1938. 


Attractive terms 


Because of the attractive prices set 
by the manufacturers for 1939 model 
refrigerators, an allowance of $9.50 for 
each old ice box replaced by automatic 
refrigerators and low rate financing 
terms, it was predicted that in the four 
months of the campaign, starting March 
20, sales amounting to $10,000,000 will 
be made. 

Mr. Jeffe said that the objective of 
this drive was the same as the recent 
“bargain package” campaign, which 
accounted for more than 900,000 ap- 
pliances with sales value in excess of 
$5,600,000. 

Henry Obermeyer; assistant vice- 
president in charge of advertising, de- 
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clared that Consolidated Edison will 
spend about $350,000 for the drive, 
while co-operating manufacturers are 
expected to use an additional $75,000 
in newspaper advertising. Trade pub- 
lications, radio, billboards and other 
media will be used to supplement the 
newspaper advertising in about fifty 
New York newspapers. 

Co-operating manufacturers in the 
sales drive include Crosley Corp., 
Frigidaire, General Electric, Nash-Kel- 
vinator, Gibson Electric Refrigerator 
Co., Norge division of Borg-Warner 
Corp., Servel, Inc., Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Co., Sparks-With- 
ington Co., Stewart-Warner Corp., Lan- 
ders, Frary & Clark, and Edison Gen- 
eral Electric Appliance Corp. 

* 


Willkie Urges Deeds 


to Spur Confidence 


The Administration and the various 
government agencies were called upon 
last week by Wendell L. Willkie, presi- 
dent of Commonwealth & Southern, to 
translate into deeds the words of en- 
couragement recently given to business. 

In a radio address over station 
WABC, as part of the “What Helps 
Business Helps You” campaign, spon- 
sored by civic and business associations, 
Mr. Willkie declared that “industry to- 
day is afraid of government competi- 
tion. It is afraid of taxation and de- 
structive regulation by federal bureaus 
in Washington.” 

The investor and business manager 
are hesitant, he said, because they want 
to see the encouraging words of the 
Administration translated into deeds. 
Mr. Willkie pointed out that vision and 
initiative had built the Tennessee Elec- 
tric Power Co. and “it was a good com- 


pany.” He said “we felt very badly 
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when we had to sell this company to 
the government, but it could not com- 
pete with the government through TVA, 
which does not have to operate at a 
profit, but which can subsidize its losses 
with the taxpayers’ money.” 

Seeing these things happen, Mr. 
Willkie said, the investor wants to find 
out what the government is going to do 
with other companies in the utility in- 
dustry. “If the investor is to supply 
the utilities with the capital which they 
need—if they in turn are to carry out 
the necessary expansion of their plants 
and the employment of several hundred 
thousand men—then the government 
must define in writing the area in which 
it plans to compete with the utility com- 
panies. It must set a line of demarca- 
tion beyond which it will not go in its 
competition with this private business.” 

Mr. Willkie said that these are some 
of the concrete actions which the gov- 
ernment can take to restore confidence. 
He declared that business awaits with 
a full spirit of co-operation the trans- 
lation of the recent encouraging words 
into concrete action. 


Appoint Committee Heads 


Appointment of the chairmen and 
vice-chairmen of the committees which 
will shape the policies of the National 
Association of Manufacturers during 
the current year has been announced 
by Howard Coonley, the association’s 
president. They include: Committee on 
healthful working conditions, chairman, 
H. C. Beaver, Worthington Pump & 
Machinery Corp.; committee on na- 
tional defense and industrial mobiliza- 
tion, chairman, A. W. Robertson, West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co.; 
committee on patents and trademarks, 
a vice-chairman, Walter Robbins, for- 
merly chairman, General Cable Corp. 


Farm at World’s Fair 


More than 100 practical applications 
of electricity on the farm, including 
some new equipment not yet on the 
market, will be shown on the electri- 
fied farm of the electric utility indus- 
try at the New York World’s Fair. 
The farm, covering one acre, will be 
complete to illustrate the application 
of electricity on all types of farms. 


Signs Natural Gas Contract 


Memphis Power & Light, which re- 
cently sold its electric and gas facili- 
ties to TVA and the city, has signed a 
contract with the Memphis Natural Gas 
Co. for fuel gas for the generating 
station, which the utility retained in the 
sale. 
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James D. Ross Dies; 
Was Bonneville Head 





James Delmage Ross, administrator 
of the government’s giant Bonneville 
Dam hydro-electric project in Oregon 
on the Columbia River, died at the 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., March 
14. Death was attributed to a heart 
attack. Five weeks ago he underwent 
an abdominal operation and appeared 
to be on the road to recovery until 
ten days ago, when complications set in. 


Outstanding figure 


Mr. Ross, who was sixty-six years 
old, was an outstanding figure in the 
utility public ownership movement. As 
Bonneville Dam administrator, Mr. Ross 
had charge of the greatest potential 
hydro-electric power system in the 
world. He was considered a “one man 
TVA” and his work with the project 
marked him as one of the most compe- 
tent in government power operations. 
His understanding of the difficult prob- 
lems and the critical competitive condi- 
tions brought about by the Bonneville 
power project won for him the high 
esteem of utility operators. 

While a staunch advocate of public 
ownership and operation, Mr. Ross be- 
lieved that subsidized government com- 
petition should not destroy investments 
in private utilities. He had been active 
in the New Deal, serving as advisory 
engineer on power for the PWA from 
1933 to 1935. He was then appointed 
by President Roosevelt to the SEC to 
handle the registration of utility hold- 
ing companies. He resigned from the 
SEC in 1937 to devote his time to the 
Bonneville project. 

When President Roosevelt was Gov- 





ernor of New York, Mr. Ross served as 
his advisor on problems of the New 
York Power Authority and on the St 
Lawrence waterway project. 

After serving as an engineer with 
the Seattle Municipal Light and Power 
Commission, Mr. Ross became super. 
intendent in 1903. Besides developing 
the city’s power system and the Skagit 
project, he developed plans for light. 
ing most of western Washington 
through publicly owned systems. He 
studied the possibilities of transmitting 
electricity from one part of the nation 
to the other and envisioned the trans. 
mission of power by radio. 

Mr. Ross was born in Chatham, On. 
tario, Canada, November 9, 1872. He 
was a fellow of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers. Before enter. 
ing the power field he wandered 
through the Alaska gold fields, bicycled 
to New York, dabbled in a pharmacy 
shop and did other odd jobs. 


Private Utility Sells 
System for $189,000 


Contracts have been signed for the 
transfer by the Willapa Electric Co. of 
its entire county distribution facilities 
to the Pacific County Public Utility Dis- 
trict for $189,000, the Bonneville ad- 
ministration has announced. 

At the same time acting Administra- 
tor Charles E. Carey executed a con- 
tract to purchase the company’s high- 
voltage transmission line extending 
from Aberdeen to Raymond for $156.- 
000. The steel-tower circuit, already 
insulated for 66,000 volts, ultimately 
will be raised to 110,000 volts and be- 
come part of the Bonneville super- 
power network. 

Funds for the purchase of the Wil- 
lapa system will be raised through the 
sale of revenue bonds, R. W. Schultz, 
president of the district, stated. Trans- 
fer is dependent upon the issuance of 
such bonds at an interest rate not to 
exceed 414 per cent. 

This is the first agreement for the 
sale of a private power company 10 
a public utility district in the Bonne- 
ville area. It will give the district 2,000 
customers. Gross earnings of the sy 
tem are approximately $100,000 a year. 


Rules on Power Service 


The New York Court of Appeals 
has ruled that a power company has 
no right to discontinue service with- 
out giving five days’ statutory notice. 
Long Island Lighting had contended 
that Fred Fisher, New York City, had 
been tampering with the service a 
using unmetered current and it dis- 
continued service. 
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Utility Commercial Managers Plan 
Annual Sales Meeting in Chicago 


Chairman Dexter places great importance on conference as offering 
opportunity for executives to exchange ideas — Sees need for increase 
in profitable sales to offset rising operating costs and taxes 


Commercial managers of electric 
utility companies from all parts of the 
country will meet in Chicago next week 
for the sixth Annual Sales Conference 
of the Edison Electric Institute. An 
elaborate program has been prepared, 
during which discussions will center 
around sales practices and problems in 
the electric utility field. 

Harris E. Dexter, Central Hudson 
Gas & Electric Corp., Poughkeepsie, 
chairman of the general sales committee 
of the Institute, will be general chair- 
man of the conference. Arrangements 
for the meeting are in charge of C. E. 
Greenwood, commercial director of 


E.E.L. 


Stresses sales job 


A great deal of importance is at- 
tached to the conference this year by 
Mr. Dexter. He declared that utilities 
are faced by steadily increasing costs of 
operations and rising taxes. “These in- 
creased costs can only be met by in- 
creasing profitable sales,” Mr. Dexter 
said. “Profitable sales today require 
better sales plans and better execution 
of these plans than at any time in the 
history of our business. 

“The program for this conference has 
been arranged to cover many of the 
most interesting markets for the sale 
of electricity and a gathering of this 
kind offers the additional opportunity 
for the informal exchange of ideas 
and experiences of one sales executive 
to another.” 

The opening session on March 21 
will be devoted to a general discussion 
of utility sales problems. The afternoon 
program will present the activities of 
the Better Light-Better Sight move- 
men, with C. A. Eastman, chairman of 
the bureau, presiding. 


Home markets 


Wednesday morning will be devoted 
to discussions of the home market for 
electrical appliances and load-building 
activities. At the afternoon meeting, at 
which George E. Whitwell, chairman 
of the Modern Kitchen Bureau, will 
Preside, the bureau’s 1939 program 
will be discussed. B. F. Weadock, 
vice-president and managing director 
of the E.E.L., will be speaker at the 
formal Juncheon Wednesday. 

€ program on Thursday will in- 
clude discussions of advertising, air 
conditioning in relation to health, and 
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wiring problem. Howard F. Weeks, 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
president of the Public Utilities Ad- 
vertising Association, and Don Perry, 
Hartford Electric Light Co., chairman 
of the sales promotion committee, 
E.E.1., have invited members of the 
PUAA and others who are concerned 
with electric utility advertising to at- 
tend the sales conference. J. R. Per- 
shall, Public Service Co. of Northern 
Illinois, a past-president of PUAA, will 
address one of the general sessions 


on “Fitting Advertising Into the Mer- 


chandising Plan.” 


Wisconsin Public Service 


Gets Show Cause Order 


FPC has adopted an order directing 
the Wisconsin Public Service Corp., 
Milwaukee, to show cause, under oath, 
on or before April 10 why it should 
not file a declaration of intention pur- 
suant to Section 23(b) of the Federal 
Power Act. “The company has recently 
constructed or is now constructing,” 
the order says, “certain works in con- 
nection with its existing hydro-electric 
project known as the Grandfather Falls 
plant on the Wisconsin River in Lincoln 
county, Wisconsin.” 

In a concurrent order the commis- 
sion set hearing for May 10 and 


ELECTRIC RANGES—G. W. Keller, field representative of the Modern Kitchen 


ordered proceedings reopened with re- 
spect to the declaration of intention 
filed by the corporation, relative to the 
reconstruction of a dam and construc- 
tion of a new power house on the 
Wisconsin River near Tomahawk. 


Accidents Less Than 
3 per 100,000 Miles 


Public Utility truck fleets, reporting 
in the National Fleet Safety Contest 
and comprising 17,000 vehicles operat- 
ing a total of 173,000,000 vehicle-miles, 
had 4,895 accidents during the year 
ended June 30, 1938, according to the 
National Safety Council. This is a rate 
of 2.83 accidents per 100,000 vehicle- 
miles. 

Nearly all the fleets concerned are 
those of electric light or gas companies. 
All accidents are included, non-fatal as 
well as fatal, regardless of the amount 
of property damage, except for those 
occurring when the vehicle was prop- 
erly parked and those which resulted 
in no death, injury or property damage. 

Public utility passenger car fleets, in- 
cluding 9,300 vehicles operating a total 
of 134,000,000 vehicle-miles, had 3,976 
accidents, the rate in this case being 
2.96 accidents per 100,000 vehicle- 
miles. 

* 


New Fund for Tacoma Light 


Ordinances appropriating $95,000 
trom City Light funds have been passed 
by the Tacoma, Wash., City Council. 
They provide $60,000 for a new West 
End substation, $10,000 for the 1939 
supply of incandescent lamps and $25,- 
000 for 1939 electric meters. 





| 


Bureau, presented the story of the bureau’s “Guess Again” campaign for electric ranges 
before a meeting of electrical appliance dealers, contractors and utility representatives 
at a recent meeting in Charleston, W. Va. 








Communication Needs of Utilities 
Discussed by System Operators 


Bell engineers join with dispatching officials in canvass of radio, 
carrier and wire lines for system operation — Pennsylvania Electric 
Association meeting in Harrisburg draws selected group 


At least fifteen electric utilities now 
have or will shortly have space radio 
facilities to reach mobile units for emer- 
gency purposes. The industry is thus 
beginning slowly to demonstrate by 
actual installation the cited needs un- 
der which the frequencies were opened 
up by the F.C.C. This was announced 
by J. O'R. Coleman of E.E.I. at a two- 
day meeting of the system operations 
committee of the Pennsylvania Electric 
Association in Harrisburg last week. 
The sessions were devoted exclusively 
to communication problems. 

Discussion of a comprehensive sur- 
vey of the radio situation by J. G. Me- 
Kinley (West Penn) brought out that 
many other companies are actively 
studying the possibilities, apparently 
satisfied that freedom for legitimate 
emergency use within sharply defined 
boundaries warrants the investment as 
insurance rather than an_ operating 
economy measure. Detroit’s experience 
(reported by E. D. Glatzel) averages 
four emergency calls per day; despite 
the low use factor it is planned to add 
five mobile transmitters shortly. 


Reduce line outage 


From the reliability standpoint car- 
rier is as good as or even more reliable 
than the line with which it is associ- 
ated and every move to reduce line 
outage reinforces communication, said 
G. G. Langdon (American Gas & Elec- 
tric Service Co.) reporting on experi- 
ence with some 5,275 channel miles, of 
which approximately 3,000 are two-way 
telephone, 1,500 two-way relaying and 
600 one-way telemetering. Incidentally 
the attenuation of the carrier is being 
used to locate the region and indicate 
the removal of sleet, to be described in 
a forthcoming issue of ELEcTRICAL 
Woritp). Central Hudson Gas & Elec- 
tric, according to J. O. Fuchs, is in- 
stalling fourteen sets of carrier, which 
are expected to create operating sav- 
ings which will pay off the cost in five 
years. 

Some of the improvements in tele- 
phone repeaters and other apparatus 
which power companies can apply to 
their own wire system were detailed by 
R. F. Davis (A. T. & T.), particularly 
the new a.c.-operated repeaters. E. E. 
George (Tennessee Electric Power) re- 
ported favorable results from their ap- 
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plication on the Chattanooga-Nashville 
line, but wanted to know why these (as 
well as electronic apparatus in general) 
could not be designed to operate off 
station control batteries and avoid 
double conversion. The author replied 
that the repeaters so modified would 
involve additional cost to conventional 
Bell equipment at least comparable to 
provision of conversion means. J. D. 
Harper (Aluminum Co.) said the 33,- 
000 noise units due to the Alcoa recti- 
fiers did not prevent low noise level 
in operation of the H-1 carrier. 

Problems of maintaining communi- 
cation service to power companies, so 
extremely typified by the New Eng- 
land hurricane, were detailed by C. J. 
Daly (So. N. E. Tel.) and D. M. Hazard 
(N. E. T. & T., Boston). Plans for 
maintaining high reliability of leased 
line service were reported. 

A delegation of Bell engineers headed 
by Chester Wallace (special repre- 
sentative, A. T. & T.) were the guests 
of the P.E.A. at the invitation of W. R. 
Hamilton, committee chairman. The 
second day was devoted largely to a 
discussion of problems of mutual inter- 
est arising from communication over 
privately owned and Bell services. 

There were about 60 power men pres- 
ent from fifteen states and twenty tele- 
phone men from seventeen company 
areas. 

e 


Will Take Platte Energy 


Central Power Co. has announced an 
agreement with the Platte Valley public 
power and irrigation district for the 
purchase of energy from the district. 
The company has had a physical con- 
nection with the district since January, 
1937, but has used no energy from that 
source since June of that year, when a 
break in a siphon forced suspension of 
operations. The break has been re- 
paired. 
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Permits License Transfer 


FPC has approved the transfer of the 
license for a hydro-electric development 
on Kentucky River having a present in- 
stalled capacity of 3,000 hp. by the 
Kentucky Utilities Co. to a consolidated 
company to be formed by the merger 
of the Kentucky Utilities Co. and the 


Lexington Utilities Co. The proposed 
new corporation will be named the 
Kentucky Utilities Co. The develop. 
ment is located at United States Dam 
No. 7 on the Kentucky River in the 
vicinity of Burgin, Mercer County, Ky. 
Application stated that the proposed 
new corporation would accept all the 
terms and conditions of the license as 
they now exist. 


Providence Rate Cut 
Postponed to Oct. 1 


Taking account of the damage sus. 
tained by the Narragansett Electric 
Company, Providence, R. I., in the 
hurricane and flood of last fall, the 
Rhode Island Division of Public Util- 
ities issued a decision recently which 
will postpone until October 1, 1939, 
a rate reduction estimated at $500.- 
000. Michael DeCiantis, chief of the 
division, has established the company’s 
rate base at $57,956,000 as of Decem- 
ber 31, 1937, and has ordered the 
following residential rate schedule to 
become effective in October: 

Fifty cents for the first 6 kw.-hr. de- 
livered each month plus; 6 cents per kw.- 
hr. for the next 26 kw.-hr., plus; 5 cents per 
kw.-hr. for the next 30 kw--hr., plus; 
4 cents per kw.-hr. for the next 30 kw.-hr., 
plus; 3 cents per kw.-hr. for the next 108 


kw.-hr., plus; 2.5 cents per kw.-hr. for all 
electricity in excess of 200 kw.-hr. 


Prudent investment 


Various other rates are listed in the 
finding, which contains a long dis- 
cussion by Commissioner DeCiantis of 
the value of the so-called prudent in- 
vestment rate base, which he fixes as 
above stated. The Narragansett com- 
pany has urged the commission to ac- 
cept a rate base of $68,306,697. Mr. 
DeCiantis stated in his finding that 
he included no specific amounts for 
going value or organization expense. 

In a report on Rhode Island public 
utility affairs, recently released, Fred- 
erick A. Young, former commissioner, 
recommended that the company’s rates 
be cut in three years about $1,000,000. 
He also urged a cut of $354,000 for 
Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric and 
$120,000 for Newport Electric. 

Commissioner DeCiantis has an 
nounced that the Blackstone Valley Gas 
& Electric Co. has also been ordered 
to reduce rates approximately 10 per 
cent, the new schedule being effective 
October 1. The Division of Public Utili- 
ties has established the rate base of 
this company, which also includes 
working capital and the Montaup Elec- 
tric Co. as $19,912,313. Consumers will 
be saved about $85,000 annually by the 
new rates. 
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Ohio Edison Finds Sales Contacts 


In National Drive Are Profitable 


President Blinn is well pleased with showing of merchandising depart- 
ment in sales of electrical appliances — Sales in “Hit and Git” 
campaign are above those for same period the year before 


Sales contacts “dug up” during the 
“Sales Mean Jobs” campaign of the 
National Sales Crusade last summer 
and early fall are proving fertile ground 
for electrical appliance sales for Ohio 
Edison Co. That drive added many 
appliances to the lines of the company 
and when it closed it was followed up 
by the “Hit and Git” campaign for the 
last ten weeks of 1938. Now the com- 
pany is “legging” out in a new direc- 
tion to spread the benefits of electricity 
among its customers. 

Looking back over the past year, 
A. C. Blinn, president of Ohio Edison, 
is much pleased with the results of his 
sales and merchandising departments. 
He says it is hard for any one to say 
just how much the “Sales Mean Jobs” 
campaign actually contributed in sales 
or dollar volume, but salesmen, super- 
visors and merchandise managers of 
the company are of the opinion that 
hundreds of prospects dug up and 
worked during the crusade helped 
greatly to make the recent campaign 
a success, 


First in drive 


Ohio Edison was one of the first 
utilities to participate in the national 
crusade, the Akron division taking ac- 
tive part July 7. The other divisions 
joined shortly thereafter when the com- 


PLANT EXPANSION—Ohio Edison extended its building at 


munities joined the drive. The com- 
pany used bill inclosures, which were 
sent to 165,000 customers. They caused 
considerable comment and the local 
Chamber of Commerce had 15,000 
printed for its own use. One side of 
the company trucks was used to adver- 
tise effectively the drive. These efforts, 
combined with the local community 
activity, encouraged the sales depart- 
ments to make over 70,000 calls on new 
and old prospects. From this number 
over 7,000 new prospects were secured 
and hundreds of sales were consum- 
mated. 

During the last ten weeks of 1938 the 
“Hit and Git” drive produced sales of 
51 per cent over the 1937 period for 
the Akron division, 48 per cent for 
Youngstown and 14 per cent for Spring- 
field, making an average for the com- 
pany of 44 per cent. Total sales for 
the period showed 539 ranges, 446 re- 
frigerators, 44 commercial refrigera- 
tors, 91 water heaters, 231 ironers, 2,652 
portable lamps, 432 washers and 298 
cleaners. The per cent of quota ranged 
from a low of 56.4 per cent for com- 
mercial refrigerators to 168 for portable 
lamps. 

The three oustanding salesmen dur- 
ing the drive were Roland I. Keener, 
Youngstown division, who piled up over 
539 per cent of his quota; Frank M. 





the left end to accommodate the General Electric 20,000-kw., 400-Ib. unit 






Hewitt, with the Springfield division, 
and J. C. Palmer, with the Akron 
division. 

The experiences and “sales push” 
gained during the drives last year are 
being used this spring to build up 
greater sales for 1939. 


30,000 Hp. Project 
Authorized by FPC 


FPC has announced its order author- 
izing the issuance of a major license 
to the city of High Point, N. C., for a 
30,000-hp. hydro-electric development 
to be constructed on the Yadkin River 
near Styers Ferry, Yadkin County, 
N.C. The order states that the license 
shall be issued, effective January 1, 
1939 for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of the project for a period 
of 50 years from the effective date. 

The order directs that the city of 
High Point shall commence construc- 
tion on or before June 1, 1939, and shall 
complete the project on or before June 
1, 1942. Included in the project will 
be a power house having three in- 
stalled units each of 10,000 hp. capacity 
and 70 feet of head and appurtenant 
facilities, including transmission and 
distribution lines in Forsyth, Davidson 
and Guilford counties. 


Wood to Aid Hopkins 
Gen. Robert E. Wood, board chair- 


man of Sears, Roebuck & Co., has been 
appointed as business adviser and aide 
to Secretary of Commerce Harry Hop- 
kins. He will take over his job on 
April 1. 


a3 


Which was recently put on the line. The old 20,000-kw. unit is seen on the right of the new one, which is giving excellent results 
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TVA Appropriations 
Held Up by Dispute 


Appropriations of $39,003,000 for 
the TVA approved by the Senate and 
House is under the $44,000,000 asked 
by the agency. The bill carrying the 
appropriations is being held up by a 
dispute on another provision. The TVA 
had originally sought $40,000,000 in 
the regular budget and a new con- 
tract authorization of $4,000,000. This 
authorization to incur future obliga- 
tions was eliminated. 

By June 30, 1940, the TVA progress 
will be such that Pickwick Landing, 
Wilson, Wheeler, Guntersville and Nor- 
ris will be in operation. The Gilberts- 
ville, Chickamauga, Watts Bar and 
Hiwassee projects will be in various 
stages of construction, with Chicka- 
mauga and Hiwassee nearing comple- 
tion. Plans for the Coulter Shoals 
and future tributary storage projects 
will be near completion and work will 
be started on channel improvements 
in the Hales Bar section of the river. 

The TVA net book value of trans- 
mission and other electric plants will 
be about $35,800,000 by June 30, 1940. 
TVA had budgeted $6,500,000 as total 
revenue from power sales and $2,763,- 
700 as net income from direct power 
operations for the fiscal year. Net in- 
come from flood control, navigation 
and power will be $1,089,000. 

= 


Pians $450,000 City Plant 


Development of a municipal hydro- 
electric plant at a cost of $450,000 has 
been proposed by the city of Victoria, 
B. C., and the Council is seeking ap- 
proval of the provincial government of 
its application for a loan from the 
federal authorities under the Municipal 
Improvements Assistance Act. 

If the municipal plant is erected it 
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will go into competition with the British 
Columbia Electric Railway Co., al- 
ready supplying power and light to Vic- 
toria. It will be necessary for the city 
to submit its proposal to the newly 
created B. C. Public Utilities Commis- 
sion. 
. 


Niagara River Weir 
Controls Water Flow 


After years of investigation and ne- 
gotiation by the special International 
Niagara Board there resulted the con- 
struction last year of a submerged 
weir for controlling the flow of the 
Niagara River to the plant of the 
Canadian Niagara Power Co., Ltd. 

It is pointed out in the January 
issue of The Engineer, published in 
London, that the weir was constructed 
for economic reasons. It was the vaga- 
ries of the Niagara River which led 
the Canadian company to construct 
the permanent structure. 

The weir lies in the sweep of the 
Canadian section of the international 
stream, and the purpose of the struc- 
ture is momentarily to slow down the 
free flow of the Niagara and, by so 
doing, to raise the surface of the water 
in the forebay of the William B. 
Rankine hydro-electric station of the 
company and restore the level to that 
existing in the pool in 1904, when the 
first unit of 10,250 hp. was installed, 
the article states. 

It was stated that several times in 
past years the water level has dropped 
and interfered with operation of the 
full plant of 121,000 hp. The weir 
now changes the level by diverting 
more water and restores the pool to 
the 1904 level. The submerged con- 
crete weir is approximately 935 ft. in 
length. It intercepts at an oblique 
angle the swift sweep of the river’s 
flow. 


Hy a aT TN 


NEW HOME—O. R. Hogue, manager lighting 
and wiring sales, breaks ground for the Com. 
monwealth Edison Co. new all-electric home at 
ceremonies attended by civic and_ business 
leaders. It will be completed in May 


H 
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New AIll-Electric House 
Started by Chicago Utility 


The new all-electric demonstration 
house of Commonwealth Edison, Chi- 
cago, is intended to provide moderniza- 
tion ideas adapted to existing homes 
and in the building of new ones. When 
ground was broken by O. R. Hogue, 
manager of lighting and wiring sales, 
many prominent civic and _ business 
leaders attended the ceremony. 

The new house, to be erected in the 
heart of Chicago’s busiest Northwest 
side shopping district, will be of early 
American Cape Cod cottage style of 
architecture. All-year air conditioning, 
an all-electric kitchen, “plug-in” outlet 
strip and the use of fluorescent lighting 
for decorative effects are included in 
the plans. Rooms will be on one floor 
and will include living, dining, break- 
fast nook, kitchen, bed, bath, library, 
laundry, air-conditioning room, recrea- 
tion and workshop. Lawns and gardens 
will be illuminated at night. 


@e 
Duke Power Sales Series 


Duke Power Co. recently held a 
series of sales conferences for Char- 
lotte, N. C., salesmen and business men. 
Sidney W. Edlund, nationally known 
sales authority, conducted the series 
of “sales clinics,” at which there was 
no charge. It proved another case 
where the local utility added to com- 
munity interest its part in aiding busi- 
ness recovery. 


ee __ ee 


Kills Power Plant Act 


The Vermont Senate this week 
voted 23 to 3 to kill an enabling 
act which would establish a muni- 
cipal plant at Barre. 


eae 





ExectricaL Wortp + March 18, 1939 















Wisconsin Electric Power Offers 


Modern Kitchen Plan to Farmers 


Special efforts are being used to expand use of electricity in rural areas 
— Utility’s leadership in disposing of surplus domestic cheese in state 
wins praise of rural editors and other leaders 


Special efforts to bring about mod- 
ernization of farm kitchens and greater 
se of electricity are being made this 
year by Wisconsin Electric Power Co. 
in the drive to expand the farm load. 
F. A. Coffin, vice-president and sales 
manager, declared that a majority of 
the farms in the territory now have 
electric service and the job ahead is to 
expand this service. 

“We are putting special pressure 
this year on modernizing farm kitchens 
and in advertising and promoting au- 
tomatic water systems, plumbing, etc., 
for farm homes,” Mr. Coffin said. 


Aid farmers 


The interest which Wisconsin Elec- 
tric Power takes in the welfare of the 
farmer and in aiding him to solve some 
of his problems is seen in the move 
made during the 1938 Christmas sea- 
son. 

In co-operation with the Wisconsin 
dairying industry and 180 co-operating 
electrical dealers, Wisconsin Electric 
Power distributed 13,750 pounds of 
domestic cheese with the combined pur- 
pose of helping reduce the state’s sur- 
plus of dairy products and stimulating 
sales of. electrical appliances. 

An attractive 2%4-pound package of 
native Wisconsin cheese was offered 
as a premium with certain electrical 
appliances having a retail price of 
$or more. The utility purchased the 
cheese and the packages were sent by 
mail directly from the warehouses to 
the purchasers of the appliances on in- 
formation supplied by the co-operating 
dealers. A total of 5,900 packages was 
distributed with appliance sales in ex- 
cess of $140,000. 


Advantageous to all 


Mr. Coffin said that the plan was re- 
garded as mutually advantageous to 
all parties. In Wisconsin, at least, the 
interests of the dairy farmer, the utility 
company and the electrical dealers are 
closely related, he declared. “Dairying 
is the state’s greatest industry and its 
Prosperity is closely reflected in every 
other business. Further, the farmers 
of the state, particularly in the regions 
served by Wisconsin Electric Power, 
are electrically minded. They use 
Power in their business as well as in 
their homes, and they constitute an im- 


Portant market for electrical equip- 
ment.”” 
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It was pointed out by Mr. Coffin that 
the company serves 90 per cent of all 
the farms in its operating territory, 
which covers parts of six counties. Last 
year the average consumption of elec- 
tricity by the company’s rural custom- 
ers was 2,006 kw.-hr. per farm, con- 
sidered an unusually high record. 

The company’s part in helping dis- 
pose. of the surplus supply of cheese 
won praise frem several rural editors 
and other leaders. 


Urges Bond Deposit 
to Speed TVA Deal 


Progress which has been made in 
working out legal details of the sale 
of the Tennessee Electric Power Co. 
facilities to the TVA indicates that the 
actual transfer will be made about 
May 1, as scheduled. 

Wendell L. Willkie, president of 
Commonwealth & Southern, has asked 
bondholders of Tennessee Electric 


Power to deposit their securities with 
the First National Bank of New York, 
as escrow agent. There is outstanding 
$40,134,800 of first and refunding 
bonds, of which $33,134,800 was in the 
hands of the public as of December 
31, 1938. The bonds will be paid off 
at par and accrued interest. 

It was explained by Mr. Willkie that 
“we came to the decision to sell this 
property because we knew that the 
duplication of the electric facilities by 
the TVA and municipalities, with the 
assistance of free grants and loans from 
the federal government, would cause 
all classes of security holders of the 
Tennessee company to suffer a great 
loss.” He said that many of the secur- 
ity holders had stated their desire that 
the sale of the property should be 
made on a basis that would salvage 
the principal amount of their bonds. 


Senator Norris Introduces 


Bill for More TVA Bonds 


Senator George W. Norris this week 
introduced a bill increasing the ability 
of the TVA to issue bonds from the 
present limit of $50,000,000 to a maxi- 
mum of $100,000,000. The purpose of 
the proposed legislation is to permit 
the financing of the TVA’s share of the 
Tennessee Electric Power Co. pur- 
chase, estimated at about $43,000,000, 
and other recent acquisitions from 
bonds issued directly by the authority. 





ADEQUATE WIRING—Charlotte (N. C.) Adequate Wiring Bureau is planning strong 

promotions in co-operation with builders to feature certified homes. At a recent meet- 

ing A. E. Schanuel, field representative of the national bureau, outlined the 1939 plans. 

Seated—George E. Wilkinson, chairman, Mill Power Supply Co. (left), and Mr. 

Schanuel. Standing, 1. to r—E. V. Sapp, Economy Electric Co.; Roy Robinson, Robin- 

son Electric Co.; C. B. Miller, Jr.. Norman E. Tindal, Paul T. Tysinger and Roy A. 
Palmer, all of Duke Power Co. 
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Program Announced 


by Safety Engineers 


More than six thousand safety engi- 
neers, plant executives, police and fire 
officials, commercial fleet operators and 
home makers will participate in the 
tenth Annual Safety Convention, spon- 
sored by the Greater New York Safety 
Council, to be held March 27-29 at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania, it was an- 
nounced by Howard Coonley, chair- 
man of convention committee. 

Hazards incidental to property and 
personnel in the use of electrical ma- 
chinery will be discussed, as well as 
the importance of design and installa- 
tion, protective devices, inspection and 
operating and maintenance practices in 
minimizing these hazards. At a joint 
meeting of the metropolitan section of 
the American Society of Safety Engi- 
neers and the New York section of 
the Illuminating Engineering Society, 
to be held March 29, Oscar Cleaver, 
chairman, committee on progress, I.E.S., 
New York City, will discuss recent 
lighting developments with special ref- 
erence to increase in safety. Up-to-the- 
minute electrical lamp developments 
will be demonstrated in operation. The 
Labor Department’s interest in good 
illumination from the standpoint of 
safety and health will also be discussed 
at this joint meeting, of which D. W. 
Atwater is chairman. 

At the luncheon preceding this joint 
meeting Howard M. Sharp will de- 
scribe the work of I.E.S. committees in 
setting up light codes in various indus- 
tries. 


Boston Trade Show Sets 
Record of 143 Exhibits 


With 143 exhibits and an attendance 
estimated at 20,000, Boston’s Electrical 
Trade Show, held last week under the 
auspices of the Electrical Manufac- 
turers’ Representatives Club of New 
England, registered the largest affair 
of its kind to date in the territory. 
Visitors came from all parts of the 
East. 

Lieut.-Gov. Horace T. Cahill of Mas- 
sachusetts officially opened the show. 
James H. Sullivan was chairman. 


s 
Corrosion Committee Formed 


A number of technical societies and 
other organizations engaged in the 
study of corrosion have joined in form- 
ing the American Coordinating Com- 
mittee on Corrosion, which is to serve 
as a clearing house and co-ordinating 
agency for information on experience 
and work in progress in the field of 
corrosion and corrosion prevention. The 
committee was organized at a meeting 
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held at the headquarters of the Ameri- 
can Society for Testing Materials at 
Philadelphia. The American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers will be repre- 
sented by H. S. Phelps, Philadelphia 
Electric Co. 

o 


General Electric Exhibit 


General Electric will have an ex- 
hibit at the Southern Textile Exposi- 
tion in Greenville, S. C., April 3-8. 


FPC Exempt in New Bill 


The Federal Power Commission is 
listed among the agencies exempt from 
executive reorganization orders in the 
compromise governmental reorganiza- 
tion bill to be considered by Congress. 


eelings 


Edison Electric Institute—Sales committee, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, IIL, 
March 20-24. Bernard F. Weadock, man- 
aging director, 420 Lexington Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers 
—Spring conference, Tutwiler Hotel, 
Birmingham, Ala., March 27-28. Brent 
Wiley, managing director, Empire Build- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Greater New York Safety Council—Annual 


convention, Hotel Pennsylvania, New 
York, N. Y., March 27-29. W. Dent 
Smith, Room 3615, Lincoln Bldg., New 
York. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Ponce de Leon Hotel, St. 
Augustine, Fla., March 30—April 1. J. W. 
Talley, executive secretary, 308 Haas- 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 

Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual 
convention, Tulsa Hotel, Tulsa, Okla., 
April 3-4. Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 
625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, 
Okla. es 

Midwest Power Conference—Palmér House, 
Chicago, Il., April 5-7. L. E. Grinter, 


dean Armour Institute of Technology, 
Chicago, Ill. 
Missouri Valley Electric Assoeidtion — 


Engineering conference, President* Hotel, 
Kansas City, Mo., April 6-7. I. D. Pette- 
grew, acting director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., 
Lineoln, Neb. a 


Missouri Association of Publie Utilities — 


Annual convention, Muehlebach Hotel, 
Kansas City, Mo., April 12-14. Jesse 
Blythe, assistant secretary, Merchants 


Bank Bldg., 101 West High St., Jeffer- 
son City, Mo. 

Maryland Utilities Association — Spring 
meeting, Lord Baltimore Hotel, Balti- 
more, Md., April 14. Warren D. Haley, 
secretary, 16 Carroll Av., Takoma Park, 
Md. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
-Southwest district meeting, Houston, 
Tex., April 17-19. H. H. Henline, na- 
tional secretary, 33 West 39th St., New 
York, 3B. ZT. 

Northwest Electric Light and Power As- 
sociation—Engineering and operation sec- 
tion, Seattle, Wash., April 19-22; account- 
ing and business practice section, Van- 
couver, B. C., May 26-27. Berkeley Snow, 
secretary, 707 Spalding Bldg., Portland, 
Ore. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring convention, 
Columbus, Ohio, April 26-29. Dr. Colin 


G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 
| ae 2 








Special Lights Used 
by Golden Gate Fair 


Following stops at Portland, Seattle, 
Spokane and Salt Lake City, A. F, 
Dickerson, manager of the General 
Electric Illuminating Laboratory, has 
returned to Schenectady following an 
extended stay on the Pacific Coast. 

Mr. Dickerson has been in San Fran- 
cisco as engineer in charge of the 
Golden Gate International Exposition 
lighting, pictures of which appeared in 
the March 4 issue of ELecrricat 
Wor tp. More than 9,000 floodlights are 
used in the $1,000,000 illumination of 
the exposition, including 2,300 of 
special design for the new fluorescent 
lamps for providing colored illumina- 
tion on court walls and in other loca- 
tions. Ultraviolet light from mercury 
floodlights is also used on a large scale 
with fluorescent paints for color effects. 

Mr. Dickerson was the G.E. resident 
lighting engineer for the 1915 exposi- 
tion, when he was assistant to the late 
W. D’Arcy Ryan, who lighted the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposi- 
tion. Later, as chief engineer of the 
G.E. illuminating laboratory, Mr. Dick- 
erson helped Mr. Ryan plan the light- 
ing of many world-famous expositions, 
among most prominent of which were 
the Brazilian Centennial Exposition at 
Rio de Janeiro in 1922 and Chicago's 
Century of Progress. 

e 


Standard Gas & Electric 
to Move Offices to New York 


Prohibitive personal property taxes 
on intangible property of companies in- 
corporated in other states and doing 
business in Illinois has forced Stand- 
ard Gas & Electric Co. to move its 
offices from Chicago to New York. On 
April 1 the company offices will be lo- 
cated at 420 Lexington Avenue, Ber- 
nard W. Lynch, president, stated. For 
the present Public Utility Engineering 
& Service Co. will remain in Chicago. 

Most of the companies in the sys 
tem recorded improvement during 1938. 
During the closing months of the year 
decided improvement was witnessed in 
the area served by Philadelphia Co., 
whose subsidiaries serve the highly 
industrialized Pittsburgh area, Mr. 
Lynch said. “I am very hopeful that, 
as business activity increases, the de- 
mand for gas and electricity will 
quickly follow,” he declared. 


s 
Cuts Bonneville Fund 


The House appropriations committee 
has trimmed $1,000,000 off the $14,000,- 
000 requested for more transmission 
lines from Bonneville Dam in Wash- 
ington and Oregon. 
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FOR RURAL ELECTRIFICATION... 


MULTI-BREAKERS 


apm anre:, 
i] 
Service interruptions are especially ob- 
jectionable on rural lines. To the customer, 
they mean inconvenience; to the power com- 
pany, expense. Long distances between 
customers and weather conditions combine to 
skyrocket the cost of rural service calls. 
| With the Square D Multi-breakeR you can 


offer your rural customers tamper-proof cir- 


















cuit breaker protection at very low cost. It 





eliminates provoking lapses in service; it re- 
quires3\no replacement parts; increases the 


lod@d_on “the pay side of the meter.” 


ALL A SQUARE D MAN 


SQUARE [) COMPANY 


DETROIT- MILWAUKEE -LOS ANGELES 


IN CANADA SQUARE DC MPANY CRANADE LIMITE 


1GBY 
EDWARD RICE 
Uais } 
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IN PICTURE 


OPENS TRADE SHOW—Lieut.-Gov. Horace 1. Cahill of 
chusetts (center) at the opening of the Boston Trade Sho 
week; John J. Caddigan, Boston Edison Co. 


(left); Hart 
MacDonald, U. S. Rubber Co. 


(right) 





WIREMOLD—1. to r.—Robert H. Murphy, Hartford factory; Charles R 


. Lippold, 
“Electrical World”; 


Edward Rigby, N. E. district manager, Boston 


ey 
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Rie 


i 


at 


Cutler Hammer display. 1. to r.—O. F 
Boston district manager; C. M. 


. Myers. New York Works; W. E. Addicks, 


Hall and N. O. Jones, Boston Sales representatives 


At the Schweitzer & Conrad, Inc.. booth (1. to r.) J. M. Turnbull, Western Massachu- 
setts Companies; John M. Livingston, sales 


manager, Chicago; Roy N. Conley, 
Western Massachusetts Companies, and L. M. Chase, H. E. Stockwell Co., Boston 


; . 2: . . are (1. to & 
Seen at the United States Rubber Co. boo = : Perr’ 
ie Bees e 
H. J. McDonald, Eastern district manag¢ role stat 
7 I; ale 
Companies; R. J. Whe: Line ° 
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ROASTERS The 
large group which 
attended the recent 
cooking classes of 
Wisconsin Electric 
Power Co. at which 
electric roaster dem- 
onstrations were 


given 


C. W. Shor 
Western Ma 


Co. 


ston; 
lsetts 


% Gas & Blech 


LE.S. DINNER A 
great deal of interest 
was displayed at the 
recent dinner of the 
New England Section, 
L.E.S. Standing at the 
head table at rear, 1. 
to r—R. A. Corvey, 
N. E. district manager, 
Westinghouse Lamp 
Co.; F. W. Bliss, Gen- 
eral Electric; F. Ba 
Nason. Westinghouse; 
J. S. Patrick, chair- 
man; H. E. Murphy, 
Stone & Webster Engi- 
neering: Julius 
Daniels. Boston Edi- 
son: H. J. MeDonald, 
U. a Rubber Co.: 
E. H. Raddin, Cham- 
pion Lamp Works; 
C. M. Snyder, General 
Electric 


WIRING DISPLAY — This permanent 
display box. designed and built by Con- 
solidated Gas, Electric Light & Power 
Co., Baltimore, was a feature of the 
recent adequate wiring exhibit at the 
recent Electrical Manufacturers Repre- 


sentatives’ Association exhibition 
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In New Jersey With L-M Spherolite Luminaires 








EVERYTHING YOU NEED 


Not only the latest, most efficient 
FOR EVERY TYP E OF designs in standards and lumi- 
naires, but transformers, cutouts, 
relays, glassware, time switches... 
everything for effective outdoor 
lighting. Write to Main Offices, 


South Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for 


outdoor lighting information. 


Floodlighling 


In Illinois With L-M National Jr. Luminatres 
Pa 






In Pennsylvania With L-M Oakolite Luminairelm 
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its Gain Over 1938 


With an output of 2,237,935,000 kw.- 
hr. during the week ended March 11, 
the electric light and power industry 
recorded a further increase in opera- 
tions over 1938 to 11.1 per cent, the 
largest gain thus far this year, accord- 
ing to the Edison Electric Institute. In 
harmony with the usual downward 
swing at this season production was 
slightly less than in the preceding week, 
but the decline amounted to less than 
0.3 per cent. 

The lead over the highest previous 
year, 1937, continues with a present 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1939 1938 1937 
Mar. 11.2,238 Mar. 12.2,015 Mar. 13.2,213 
Mar. 4.2,244 Mar. 5.% Mar. 6.2,200 
Feb. 26.2, 


on 
ts 
S 
& 
a 


Feb, 25.2,226 2,031 Feb. 27 .2,207 
Feb. 18.2,249 Feb. 19.2,059 Feb. 20.2,212 
Feb. 11.2,268 Feb. 12.2,052 Feb. 13.2,200 
Feb. 4.2,287 Feb. 5.2,082 Feb. 6.2,201 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 


—_ — 


Mar.4 Feb. 25 


Region Mar. 11 
New England. . +13.1 +12. +13.1 
Middle Atlantic. . +92 +83 + 81 
Central Industrial +13.8 +12.0 +12.1 
West Central.... + 40 + 54 + 3.7 
Southern States... + 7.3 +105 + 7.2 
Rocky Mountain... +10.2 + 8.7 +10.0 
Me i caeeureSis + 99 +93 + T.1 

United States.. +111 +102 + 9.6 


Will Drop Merchandising 


Menominee and Marinette Light & 
Traction Co., Menominee, Mich., and 
Marinette, Wis., has announced dis- 
continuance of merchandising of elec- 
tric and gas appliances in the twin 
cities effective March 27. If the plan 
indicates that the dealers and merchants 
jointly sell as many appliances as 
previously sold jointly with the aid of 
the utility, the company proposes to 
remain out of the merchandising busi- 
ness in the twin cities, H. H. Fisher, 
manager of the utility company, an- 
nounced. The company will continue 
to sell lamp bulbs and fuses and ar- 
rangements will be made with local 
dealers to display their merchandise at 
the utility’s public service offices. The 
company will also continue to make 
available the services of its kitchen 
planning specialist, lighting specialist 
and engineering talent. 

. 


Marks 50th Anniversary 


Philadelphia Electric Co. celebrated 
last week the fiftieth anniversary of 
commercial distribution of incandes- 
cent electric light and power. It was 
on March 5, 1889, that the Edison sta- 
tion on Sansom Street first sent out 
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Billions of Kw-Hr: 
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margin of 1.1 per cent and the drop of 
2.4 per cent from the January maxi- 
mum is almost as small as the 2.3 per 
cent in that period of expanding activ- 
ity; it is less than half as great as the 
5.8 per cent in 1938. 


current to regular customers. The red 

brick building still stands next to the 

company’s modern structure. Horace P. 

Liversidge, president, traced the growth 

of utility operations to the present day. 
° 


Reliance Gets Contract 


Reliance Electric & Engineering Co. 
has obtained a contract for about half 
of the electric motors to be installed 
in the new $6,000,000 newsprint paper 
mill being erected at Lufkin, Tex., by 
Southland Mills, Inc., according to 
James W. Corey, Reliance sales man- 
ager. 

* 


Rejects Gas Plant Plan 


At an election held on February 28 
citizens of Chariton, Iowa, turned down 
by a vote of 563 to 131 a proposal to 
issue $98,000 in gas plant revenue 
bonds. The statement appearing in the 
February 25 issue of ELECTRICAL 
Wor tp that the city was arranging for 
a bond issue for a new municipal elec- 
tric power plant was in error, no elec- 
tric plant or distribution system being 
included in the plans. Iowa Southern 
Utilities Co. was recently granted a 25- 
year electric franchise in Chariton. 
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Regional gains over 1938 in the Cen- 
tral Industrial region were larger than 
in any other week of this year; in New 
England they are holding their level, 
though somewhat smaller than in 
February. The West is gaining. 


Repudiates Loup Contract 


A resolution repudiating a thirty- 
year contract for purchase of electric 
energy from the North Loup River 
public power and irrigation district has 
been passed by the Ord, Neb., City 
Council. Severance of connection with 
the high line has already taken place 
and the city is resuming operation of 
its Diesel-equipped municipal plant. 
Dissatisfaction with rates and service 
was given as the reason for this action. 

« 


EHFA Closes New Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts have been 
closed with the city of Cairo, Ga.; 
Brownsville, Tenn.; Butler County 
Rural Electric Co-op., Allison, Lowa; 
West Florida Electric Co-op. Assn., 
Inc., Marianna, Fla.; Sullivan County 
Rural Electric Co-op., Inc., Forksville, 
Pa.; Pocahontas County Rural Electric 
Co-op., Pocahontas, Iowa; Grant 
County Co-op. Rural Electric Assn., 
Lancaster, Wis.; Minnesota Valley Co- 
op. Light & Power Assn., Granite 
Falls, Minn.; Carroll County Electric 
Dept., Huntingdon, Tenn.; Ripley, 
Tenn., and Calhoun County Electric 
Co-op. Assn., Rockwell City, Iowa. 
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O. A. Browne New Chairman 
of N.E. System Operators 


O. A. Browne, Western Massachu- 
setts Companies, Turners Falls, has 
been elected chairman of the New 
England System Operators Club, suc- 
ceeding C. P. Corey. At the February 
16 annual meeting in Boston, which 
was addressed by W. H. Rideout, 
“WEEI” weather forecaster, Boston, 
and by J. J. O’Brien and E. F. Walsh 
of the Narragansett Electric Co., Provi- 
dence, L. H. Howe of Boston Edison 
was elected secretary. 

Besides Mr. Corey, the executive 
committee members elected were Ivan 
A. Patten, Lynn Gas & Electric; Dwight 
Douglass, Connecticut Valley Power 
Exchange, Hartford; H. L. Durgin, 
Central Vermont Public Service Corp.; 
G. F. Marshall, New England Power 
Co. 


> T. A. GresHamM has been appointed 
manager of the Drumright district of 
the Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., to 
succeed C. E. Rentchler, retired. 


> J. H. Evans has been appointed 
manager of the Alabama Power Co. at 
Rainsville (northern division). Mr. 
Evans was formerly connected with the 
company’s Scottsboro district and prior 
to his association with Alabama Power 
was identified with the Mississippi 
Power Co. 


> MarsHatt Hawkes, a district audi- 
tor for the General Electric Supply 
Corp. for the past eight years, has been 
elected secretary and treasurer of that 
company. Mr. Hawkes joined the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. in 1924. Since 1932 he 
has been district auditor for the north 
central district at St. Paul, Minn. 


> Fenner H. Peckuam has been trans- 
ferred from Leominster, Mass., to the 
industrial sales department of the 
Lowell (Mass.) Electric Light Corp., 
following a term of service as illuminat- 
ing engineer with the Leominster Elec- 
tric Light & Power Co. and affiliated 
New England Power Association prop- 
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erties in the north central district. 
WaLtTER B. Pepper, formerly connected 
with the North Boston Lighting Prop- 
erties utilities as illuminating engineer, 
and lately making headquarters with 
the Lowell company, has been trans- 
ferred to Leominster, where he will be 
engaged in power sales work in the 
north central district of the associa- 


tion. 
* 


Zimmermann Heads Service 
Operations in Philadelphia 


R. Z. Zimmermann has been ap- 
pointed manager of the service opera- 
tions department of the Philadelphia 
Electric Co. He has been assistant to 
the vice-president in charge of opera- 
tions of Philadelphia Electric since 
June, 1937. 

Mr. Zimmermann was connected with 
Day & Zimmermann, Inc., from 1916 
to 1929, serving for a time as assistant 
to the vice-president in charge of pub- 





lic utility management. In 1922 he 
was appointed manager of the Salem 
(Ohio) Lighting Co. He became asso- 
ciated with the United Gas Improve- 
ment Co. when that organization ac- 
quired a controlling interest in Day & 
Zimmermann and was elected vice- 
president of U.G.I. in charge of pur- 
chases in 1929. His affiliation with 
Philadelphia Electric followed. 





ABOUT PEOPLE 






> W. A. Wuire, manager of the Poteau 
district of the Oklahoma Gas & Elec- 
tric Co., for the past 8% years, and 
for fifteen years a member of the Okla- 
homa Gas & Electric organization, has 
retired. 


>L. S. Busu, chief engineer of the 
Board of Fire Underwriters of the Pa- 
cific, San Francisco, Calif., and L. W. 
Gone, chief electrical inspector of 
Portland, Ore., have been appointed to 
membership in the Underwriters’ 
Laboratories Electrical Council. 


> Harry Patton has been appointed 
division sales manager for the north- 
bay division, Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 
to succeed Al Walker. Mr. Patton has 
been in the sales organization of the 
northbay division for several years. 


> Atrrep H. SCHOELLKoPF, president 
of the Niagara-Hudson Power Corp. 
was elected president of the Welfare 
Council of New York City at a recent 
meeting of the board of directors. Mr. 
Schoellkopf is also a member of the 
state Board of Social Welfare and for- 
mer chairman of the state Temporary 
Emergency Relief Administration. 


PR. W. McCuure, president of the 
Oklahoma Power & Water Co., Sand 
Springs, has been re-elected chairman 
of the electric light and power divi- 
sion of the Oklahoma Utilities Associa- 
tion for the year 1939. 


> Donato S. Funk has been elected 
president of the Sangamo Electric Co., 
Springfield, Ill., to succeed the late 
Robert C. Lanphier. Mr. Funk will con- 
tinue as general manager of the com- 
pany. Ropert C. Lanpuier, JR., was 
elected vice-president to fill Mr. Funk's 
old position. 


> Granam Horasirp of the National 
Electric Products Co. has been elected 
president of the Electrical Development 
League of Southern California. 
> Danie. H. BEARDSLEY, superil- 
tendent of electric distribution of the 
Consumers Power Co. at Alma. Mich., 
has retired from active service. KARL 
JAcKSON, superintendent of electric 
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distribution for the Pontiac division, 
will succeed Mr. Beardsley at Alma and 
Hartey H. STEPHENS, manager of the 
Alma division, will be transferred to 
Pontiac as superintendent of electric 
distribution. Davin H. GERHARD, power 
sales engineer in the general office at 
Jackson, will become manager of the 
Alma division, succeeding Mr. Stephens, 
and will be succeeded in Jackson by 
Cuartes D. MALLocH, power sales 
engineer of the Grand Rapids division. 





> Dr. WALTER S. LANDIS, vice-president 
of the American Cyanamid Co., was 
made the recipient of the Perkin Medal 
for 1939 at the recent joint meeting 
of the American section of the Society 
of Chemical Industry and the American 
Chemical Society held at the Chemists’ 
Club, New York. Dr. Landis is a past- 
president of the Electrochemical 
Society. 


> CHarLes E. Hess, commercial and 
industrial representative in Snohomish 
County at Everett for the Puget Sound 
Power & Light Co., has been trans- 
ferred to the company’s general office 
in Seattle as merchandise co-ordinator. 
Mr. Hess has been with the Puget 
Sound company for 15 years. 


> Preston B. PosTLETHWAITE, presi- 
dent of the Wagner Electric Corp., has 
been elected a director of the First Na- 
tional Bank of St. Louis. 


>R. D. Harkness has been elected a 
director of the Northern Electric Co., 
Ltd., Montreal, Canada. He was ap- 
pointed vice-president and general man- 
ager last year. 


>W. H. Baxpy, formerly manager of 
the West Tennessee Power & Light Co. 
office at Brownsville, Tenn., has been 
appointed by the Brownsville City Com- 
mission as superintendent of the electric 
department. 


> Wits H. Corman, manager of 

General Electric’s construction material 

building sales in Chicago for many 

years, has retired after 48 years of 

association with the company. Starting 

in the mailing department in Chicago, 

he later entered the supply department, 

engaged in sales work to the Colum- 

bian Exposition and to industries who 

were exhibiting at that fair, took over 

charge of the Detroit office of the sup- 

Ply department, becoming assistant 

oe of the Chicago district and 

| “ten manager. When General Electric 

merchandise department assumed re- 

sponsibility for supply lines in 1923, 

t. Colman was named manager of the 

central zone with headquarters in Chi- 

cago. Vi hen the present construction 

materia! building equipment sales or- 

ganization was set up in 1930 he was 

made manager in Chicago, continuing 
until his retirement. 
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Nason Made New England 
Manager by Westinghouse 


Frank L. Nason, recently appointed 
New England district manager of the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co., is one of the best known fig- 
ures in the electrical industry in the 
northeast. He is a native of Glouces- 
ter, Mass., and entered the Westing- 





house company’s organization in 1911, 
being attached to the supply division 
in the sales department at Boston. 

In 1924 he was made manager of 


the central station division, having 
been occupied for some time with pub- 
lic utility syndicate requirements prior 
to the establishment of a new divisional 
set-up to facilitate sales to light and 
power companies. Mr. Nason became 
acting manager of the New England 
district office following the recent death 
of James P. Alexander, and his con- 
firmation as manager was announced 
a short time ago. He is chairman of 
the house committee of the Engineers 
Club of Boston and was active in the 
National Electric Light Association, 
New England division, prior to its dis- 
solution some years ago. 


OBITUARY 


Cart J. Matuison, local manager of 
the Wisconsin Power & Light Co. at 
Winneconne for the past thirteen years, 
died March 2 at his home in that city, 
in his forty-seventh year. Mr. Mathi- 
son incorporated the first electric light 
plant in Winneconne under the name 
of the Winneconne Heat, Light & 
Power Co. and served as president of 
the firm until disposing of it in 1917. 


> B. F. Grusss, district manager for 
the Georgia Power Co. at Statesboro, 
died in that city February 19, following 
an appendicitis operation. Mr. Grubbs, 
who was 34 years of age, had been man- 
ager of the Statesboro district for a 
year and a half. 


> Bernarp E. ELsHoFF, works manager 
of the Diehl Manufacturing Co., elec- 
trical division of the Singer Manufac- 
turing Co. of Elizabeth, N. J., died 
January 17 at Orlando, Fla., from a 
heart attack. He was 69 years of age. 
As a young man he was connected with 
the Bullock Electrical Co. of Cincin- 
nati. Later he became associated with 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. and 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co. at Hamilton, Ont. 


> W. K. Dickie, agent for the Triangle 
Conduit & Cable Co., Inc., in the Pitts- 
burgh territory, died February 24. 


> ApraHam R. GirrorD, formerly 
safety engineer of the Pittsfield Works 
of the General Electric Co., died at his 
home in that city on February 20. 


PFrank P. Jones, formerly president 
of the Beauharnois Light, Heat & 
Power Co., Montreal, Canada, died at 
his home in that city February 27. He 
was 69 years of age. Mr. Jones was 
well known as an industrialist before 
he became interested in power devel- 
opment on the St. Lawrence River. In 
1926 he was named president of the 
Beauharnois utility, a position he re- 
tained until 1929. 


> F. Cart HALLETT, superintendent of 
the Long Island Lighting Co. in the 
Riverhead area until his retirement in 
1933, died at his home in that town 
January 30. He was 78 years old. Mr. 
Hallett, with two brothers, organized 
one of the two independent electric 
companies which served the Riverhead 
area until the Long Island Lighting 
Co. took over the companies. 


> THomas A. PANTER, who has been 
serving as chief engineer for the joint 
Congressional committee to investigate 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, died 
March 12 in Los Angeles, Calif., of a 
heart attack, following an operation for 
appendicitis. He had recently returned 
to California from Washington after 
submitting his report to the committee. 
Mr. Panter was electrical engineer in 
charge of operations of the Los Angeles 
Bureau of Power and Light. Mr. 
Panter was 62 years of age. 


> Cary T. HutcHInson, consulting 
electrical engineer, long a resident of 
New York, died at his residence in 
Coral Gables, Fla., January 16, after 
a long illness. He went to Miami seven 
years ago. From 1922 to 1932 he was 
consulting engineer with Sanderson & 
Porter. After he went to Miami he was 
appointed master in the electric rate 
case when Florida Power & Light Co. 
filed its suit in 1933 to enjoin the city 
of Miami from enforcing electric rate 
reduction ordinance 1066. He resigned 
as master in the case in 1934. Mr. 
Hutchinson was 72 years of age. 
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Westinghouse Earns 


$9,052,773 in 1938 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufactur- 
ing Co. operated at a profit every month 
of 1938, despite a 35 per cent decline 
in the volume of orders over 1937, A. W. 
Robertson, chairman, and George H. 
Bucher, president, revealed in the com- 
pany’s annual report to stockholders. 

Net income for the year was $9,052,- 
773, equivalent, after preferred divi- 
dends, to $3.38 a share on 2,592,155 
shares of common stock outstanding. 
This compares with net of $20,126,408, 
or $7.66 a share in 1937. 

Sales billed for the year totaled 
$157,953,216, as against $206,348,307 
in 1937. Orders received totaled $149,- 
662,776, against $229,540,061. 

Unfilled orders as of the end of 
1938 totaled $40,188,150, as against 
$60,298,087 at the end of 1937. 

Mr. Robertson and Mr. Bucher 
pointed out that “while expenses were 
reduced substantially during the year, 
we believe no drastic curtailment of the 
organization was made which might put 
a brake on the operations of the com- 
pany when business improves. There 
are definite signs of an improvement in 
business and we expect it to continue 
during the year.” 

It was pointed out that a matter of 
considerable concern has been the 
progressive increasing tax rates which 
have resulted in mounting tax bills 
that threatened seriously to affect op- 
erating results. The report showed that 
the volume of the company’s business 
in the export field increased slightly 
during the year. 


Oil Burner Sales Off 


Shipments of oil burners during 1938 
totaled 139,211 units, a decrease of 
27.9 per cent from the total of 193,180 
for 1937, according to figures issued by 
the U. S. Bureau of the Census. Ship- 
ments in December totaled 8,824, com- 
pared with 8,239 in the similar month 
of 1937. New orders received during 
December totaled 8,435 units, compared 
with 7,683 in the similar month of the 
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year before. Unfilled orders at the end 
of December totaled 2,155, against 
2.066 at the close of December, 1937. 


January Appliance 
Sales Rise Sharply 


Domestic sales of electric refrigera- 
tors in January totaled 140,053 units, 
compared with 97,641 units in January, 
1938, an increase of 43 per cent, ac- 
cording to figures released by the Na- 
tional Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation. Electric range sales in that 
month totaled 28,074 units, compared 
with 18,500 units in January, 1938, an 
increase of 52 per cent, while electric 
water heater sales amounted to 5,111 
units in January, compared with 2,617 
in the similar month of 1938, an in- 
crease of 96 per cent. 

The accompanying table shows the 
number of units sold in January of the 
years given: 
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Equipment Orders 
Above Year Ago 


Orders for electrical equipment usu- 
ally fall off somewhat in January, com- 
pared with December, it appears from 
monthly index numbers announced by 
the N.E.M.A. In the case of motors 
and generators the movement this year 
was no exception. The index dropped 
2.9 points to 69.2. The decline was 
much smaller, however, than a year 
ago when the index swooped down 
19.5 points, or more than 25 per cent, 
to 57.4. From these figures it appears 
that the level is 20 per cent higher 
than that of January, 1938. 

For transmission and _ distribution 
equipment, however, there was a mod- 
erate rise, 1.6 points, over the revised 
figure for December (79.4) to 81.0. 
whereas a year ago the index dropped 
1.3 points to 74.1, bringing the January 
figure this year 9 per cent above 1938. 

These index numbers are subject to 


Bhseteie oe revisions, which will be announced 
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Sangamo Net in 1938 
Equals $1.87 Share 


Sangamo Electric Co. and subsidi- 
aries report a net income of $519,725 
for the year 1938, equal after deprecia- 
tion, interest, subsidiary preferred div- 
idends, taxes, etc., to $1.87 a share 
on the 278,000 shares of common stock 
outstanding. This compares with a net 
income of $976,996, or $3.51 a share 
in the preceding year. 

In his letter to stockholders Donald 
S Funk, recently elected president, 
said: “For the first half of the year 
business was at a relatively low ebb, 
the affairs of the company having fol- 
lowed the general trend which mani- 
fested itself in a sharp decrease in 
practically all business in the last quar- 
ter of 1937. Incoming business began 
to pick up materially in June, 1938, 
and the showing for 1938 was very 
largely due to business during the last 
seven months of the year. Orders for 
the first two months of 1939 are at a 
somewhat higher level than for the cor- 
responding two months of 1938. 

The balance sheet as of December 31, 
1938, shows current assets of $4,313,423, 
including cash of $574,775 and inven- 
tories of $2,587,095, and current lia- 
bilities were $1,275,252, leaving a work- 
ing capital of $3,034,767. 


Foster-WHEELER—Including subsidi- 
aries, net profit $162,447, equal after 
allowing for annual dividend require- 
ments on $7 preferred stock, to 17 cents 
each on 258,180 shares of $10 par com- 
mon stock. For 1937 the company re- 
ported a profit of $52,001 before loss 
on sale of Cleveland plant. After de- 
ducting $153,500 loss on sale of this 
plant, net loss for 1937 was $101,499. 
Unfilled orders on December 31 last 
totaled $10,614,145, against $10,492,223 
at end of 1937. Current assets as of 
December 31, 1938, including $1,108,- 
450 cash and marketable securities, 
amounted to $5,867,445. 


McGraw Etectric—Net profit $891,- 
858, equal to $1.88 on 500,000 common 
shares, of which 27,400 are held in 
treasury. This compared with net of 
$944,526, or $1.99 a share in 1937. 
Sales were $5,797,501, against $5,884,- 

» Current assets on December 31 
Were $2,637,554, including $1,107,261 
cash, while current liabilities were 
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New York Metal Prices 


Mar. 15, 1939 Mar.,7, 1939 


Cents per Cents per 
‘ ‘ound ‘ound 

[eDper electrolytic. 11.2 11.25* 
a 8. & R. price 4.85 4.75 
ey... 11.25 11.25 
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Tae occeeees 4:89 22 
Aluminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 
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Field Reports on Business 


Orders for industrial electrical equipment are expanding and there has been 
an increase in utility purchases. Prospects are that spring sales will exceed 


earlier expectations. Sales of electrical appliances are being pushed by the 
utilities and reports indicate good business. 


NEW YORK 


Sales records so far this month indicate 
expanding business. Electrical manufac- 
turers report an increase in inquiries as 
well as orders. Industrial electrical equip- 
ment is in demand and utilities are plac- 
ing orders to carry out their construction 
programs. 

Marked sales gains will be experienced 
by most divisions of the electrical equip- 
ment industry during 1939, according to 
one survey. Earnings are expected to fol- 
low the trend. A healthy situation is the 
low inventories, as compared with what 
they were a year ago. The recovery in gen- 
eral business promises good industrial 
equipment orders. 

Air-conditioning equipment manufac- 
turers report a substantial gain in business. 
Several department stores in this area are 
installing air-conditioning systems in an- 
ticipation of increased volume of business 
during the summer months from visitors 
to the New York World’s Fair. The fair 
reports that 72 systems are being planned 
at a cost of $1,500,000. 

Niagara Hudson Power System is in- 
creasing its construction budget and plan- 
ning expansion of facilities. Consolidated 
Edison mapped its gigantic refrigerator 
sales program this week and indications 
are that it will go over as big as did the 
“bargain package” sale last fall. 

Sentiment among industrial leaders is 
that the upswing in business can be aided 
should the Administration effect needed 
changes in its attitude toward business by 
removing punitive restrictions. 


CHICAGO 


On the whole, business in this area 
showed definite tendencies toward ex- 
pansion last week. The gains registered 
were modest, but they reflected an upswing 
over a broader front than heretofore. Re- 
tail trade showed an increase over the 
previous week, although the level is still 
approximately 6 per cent under a year ago. 
Electric appliance sales, however, have 
made sharp gains over last year, some 
items increasing as much as 60 per cent. 

Industrial activity has been forging 
steadily ahead over the past six weeks. 
Steel output is practically double what it 
was a year ago. Electric power output is 
up 11 per cent, while sales of heavy indus- 
trial electrical apparatus are averaging ap- 
proximately 20 per cent better than last 
year at this time. 

Manufacturers report steady increases 
in the number of inquiries by industrial 
plants for electrical equipment. Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. re- 
ceived a large order from Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube Co. for the new Indiana 
Harbor strip mill. The order includes six 
3,000-hp. motors, two 1,000-hp., one 500-hp.., 
two 300-hp. and approximately 200 smaller 
motors ranging from 4 to 200 hp. Westing- 
house will also build a metal-clad switch- 
gear for a new cold strip mill. 

Pole line equipment orders so far this 
year show an increase of 30 per cent over 
the same period last year. Electrical con- 
tractors report increased business on re- 
wiring work through the E.H.F.A. extended 
payment plan. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Power sales are up 10 per cent in north- 
ern California and the Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric Station C is being opened to provide 
67,000 additional horsepower for East Bay 
area. Electric appliance sales in northern 
California showed 20 per cent decrease in 
refrigerators for 1938 from 1937, 10 per 
cent decrease in washers, 15 per cent de- 
crease in cleaners and 10 per cent increase 
in radios. Ironer sales total 5,938, a 20 
per cent decrease. A campaign based upon 
housewife instruction began in March. 

Industrial business is still on the up- 
grade and includes $30,000 basket weave 
cable for two cargo boats in Oakland ship- 
yard, an order for 40 Southern Pacific loco- 
motives specifying elaborate electric equip- 
ment, new buildings for aircraft plant at 
Burbank and 1,000 hp. additional equip- 
ment for Nevada mines. Fall cement con- 
tracts for construction of Shasta Dam will 
cover over 5,000,000 bbl. and add approxi- 
mately 7,000 kva. to hourly loadings of 
California cement mills. 

Recent interesting orders have included 
$61,300 for five Bowie 1,200 amp. discon- 
nect switches and $252,650 for G.E. oil 
circuit breakers, both for a Los Angeles 
switchyard to handle the third 287.5-kva. 
line from Boulder; $4,000 fibre conduit and 
fittings for San Francisco airport, a $125,- 
000 electrical installation contract for San 
Francisco Junior College, 300,000 Ib. 
weatherproof wire and 200,000 lb. copper 
cable for Los Angeles; also plant equip- 
ment for Kendrick, Wyo., project, includ- 
ing $36,500 for 5,000-kva. condenser, 
$50,000 for four 2,000-kva. transformers 
and $6,000 for disconnects and arresters. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Government plans for the expansion of 
defense measures are promoting more activ- 
ity in the electrical market in this district. 
During the past week the announcement 
was made that two light cruisers will be 
built at the Fore River plant, Quincy, of 
the Bethlehem Steel Corp. at a cost of 
$13,000,000 each. Work is being speeded 
up for bringing both Watertown and 
Springfield arsenals to an increased pro- 
duction basis; small motors, control ap- 
paratus and special machines are receiving 
attention. 

During the past week a New England 
utility bought 110-kv. cable for a 2-mile 
run; arc welders are in better demand and 
sales are progressing. One 200-amp. unit 
was sold recently for general repair work 
in an eastern Massachusetts factory. In- 
crease in sales of alarm and signaling 
systems is noted by one manufacturer. 

An encouraging increase in energy con- 
sumption reported by the New England 
Power Association shows a gain of 14.75 
per cent for the first week in March as 
compared with last year. The Pittsfield 
plant of General Electric Co. has announced 
a restoration of salary reductions to all 
employees earning more than $2,000 per 
annum, The New England Electrical Trade 
Show, held during the past week in the 
Boston Garden, attracted more than 15,000 
visitors to its 159 exhibits, which repre- 
sented 450 equipment manufacturers. 
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Electric Utility Stocks Gain in Week 
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Increases were shown by electric power and light common stocks during the week, 
with the “Electrical World” index rising 0.4 point to 32.2, as compared with the mark 
of 25.4 a year ago. The “Electrical World” bond index held steady at the mark of 105.2 


Ask SEC Exemptions 
for Utility Issues 


SEC has given Central Maine Power 
Co. exemption from the provisions of 
Section 6 (a) of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act of 1935 in the 
issuance of $4,500,000 of bonds and 
5,000 shares of no par value common 
stock at $100 a share. The bonds will 
be first and general mortgage bonds, 
series J, 3% per cent, dated December 
1, 1938, and due in 1968. 


Michigan Public Service Co. has filed 
application for exemption from the require- 
ment of filing a declaration in connection 
with the issuance and sale of $210,500 of 
first mortgage 5 per cent gold bonds due 
April 1, 1947. 

Hearing has been set for March 27 in 
Washington on the application of North- 
western [Illinois Utilities for exemption 
from the requirement of filing a declara- 
tion in connection with the issuance of a 
6 per cent unsecured $500,000 promissory 
note due November 1, 1964. The note is 
to be issued to American Utilities Service 
Corp., the parent company, in payment of 
a 6 per cent unsecured promissory note 
in a like amount. 

Hearing scheduled for March 7 in the 
proceedings to determine whether the $1 
par value common stock and $1 par value 
class A stock of Associated Gas & Electric 
Co. should be suspended or withdrawn from 
registration on national securities ex- 
changes has been postponed at the request 
of the company until March 28. 


+ 
Canadian Utility’s Capital 
Expenses Total $2,672,383 


Capital expenditures of Montreal 
Light, Heat & Power Consolidated dur- 
ing 1938 amounted to $2,672,383, ac- 
cording to the annual report signed by 
John S. Norris, president. Included in 
the additions were an additional 50,000- 
hp., 60-cycle unit at Beauharnois, the 
new 30,000-kva. Jeanne d’Arc substa- 
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tion, an addition of 30,000 kva. to Beau- 
mont substation and a 22,500-kva. addi- 
tion to Vallee substation. 

Taxes for the year totaled $3,526,- 
820, Mr. Norris reported, representing 
more than 14 per cent of gross sales of 
gas and electricity or more than 45 per 
cent of gross sales to the domestic cus- 
tomers. 

. 


Gatineau Power to Refund 
$68,000,000 Mortgage Bonds 


Gatineau Power Co. will proceed at 
the earliest possible date with its pro- 
gram to refund $68,000,000 of its 5 
per cent first mortage bonds, subject to 
approval of the Electricity Commission, 
G. Gordon Gale, president, told stock- 
holders at a special meeting held re- 
cently. Such a financing operation, 
Mr. Gale said, would reduce fixed 
charges by approximately $1,000,000 
annually and would improve the com- 
pany’s capital position. 

+ 


Engineers Public Service 
Asks Tenders on Stock 


Engineers Public Service Co. is tak- 
ing steps to purchase from present hold- 
ers 7,000 shares of its preferred stock. 
The company will receive up to March 
29 tenders for sale of the stock. The 
company may purchase from time to 
time on the New York Stock Exchange 
if the board does not accept tenders 
aggregating 7,000 shares, but will not 
acquire in excess of that amount. 

Western Public Service Co., subsidi- 
ary of Engineers Public Service, has 
asked for tenders on its 5% per cent 
first mortgage and refunding bonds, se- 
ries A, due 1960, to exhaust $407,000 
held in escrow by Chase National Bank 
as trustee for the issue. The company 


does not propose to pay in excess of 
for the bonds. Engineers Public Service, 
which holds $1,000,000 of the bonds, 
will submit part of its holdings for 
purchase. 


Texas Utility Makes 
$6,600,000 Offering 


Offering of $6,600,000 of 4 per cent 
series first mortgage bonds of Com. 
munity Public Service Co. of For 
Worth, Tex., due in 1964 was made 
recently at par and accrued interest. 

Net proceeds, with other funds of 
the company, will be used to redeem 
$6,659,600 of first mortgage 5 per cent 
series A bonds by June 1 at par and 
accrued interest. The new bonds then 
will be the sole funded debt of the 
company, which has 177,465 shares of 
$25 par common stock outstanding. 


Utility Pays $88.86 a Share 

Preferred-stock holders of Tennessee 
Public Service Co. have received notice 
that they would receive $88.86 a share 
in the liquidation of the electric utility 
purchased last September by the TVA 
and the city of Knoxville. Approxi- 
mately 85 per cent of the 50,000 shares 
of preferred stock is owned by National 
Power & Light. Outstanding $7,000- 
000 bonds were retired at 971/. 


* 
Interlocking Hearing Set 


FPC has announced its order setting 
hearing for March 30 on the applica- 
tions of 22 individuals to hold certain 
interlocking positions within the Engi- 
neers Public Service Co. system. 

° 


Increases Stock Dividend 


American Gas & Electric has declared 
a dividend of 40 cents on its common 
stock payable April 1. This payment 
compares with 35 cents a share paid in 
preceding quarters, the rate maintained 
for the past few years. 





—————— 


Utility Reports (Earnings) 





Net Income 

1939 1938 
*Alabama Pwr.......$3,446,548 $3,792,710 
*Birmingham Elec... 569,334 737,35: 


*Carolina Pwr. & Lt. 2,504,707 2,533.1 
*Central Illinois Lt.. 1,906,246 — 2,208,1% 
*Georgia Pwr....... 4,674,199 4 803,08 
*Kansas G. & E..... 1,258,150 1,288,164 
*Minnesota Pwr. & Lt. 1,140,452 1,486.7. 
*Tennessee Elec. Pwr. 2,749,251 2,624 939 
*Texas Elec. Serv... 1,150,506 1,348.00 
*Texas Pwr. & Lt.... 1,970,204 2,183, 
1938 1937 
{Idaho Pwr. ....... 1,694,175 1,534,648 
+Union ec. of Mo. 
ieee 6,412,838 3,193,614 


* Twelve months ended January 31. 
+ Twelve months ended December 31. 
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Infra-Red Ray Lamps 


“Nalco Dritherm”’ infra-red ray lamps; 

in 240- and 260-watt sizes. North 

American Electric Lamp Co., St. Louis, 

Mo. 

Offered for industrial drying, heating 
and baking applications, these infra-red 
ray lamps use a carbon filament. Advan- 
tages claimed for this method of radiant 
heating and drying are elimination of 
“warming up” time, more uniform drying 
and quickest drying time. Drying of blue- 
prints, films, enamel, heating of close-fit- 
ting machine parts are among typical uses 
of the lamp. 


Clamp Stick 


A new clamp stick has jaws at the 
gripping end which open to take hold of 
clamps, switches, wrenches, wires and other 
objects. Safety catch at the lower end 


© . — 





“Grip-all” clamp stick; standard pole 
length, 6 ft.; special lengths from 4 to 
12 ft.; poles tested to withstand 75,000 
volts per foot fér five minutes. A. B. 


Chance Co., Utilities Division, Cen- 
tralia, Mo. 


of the stick must first be released to open 
the jaws, preventing the operator from 
doing it accidentally; the catch closes au- 
tomatically when the jaws are closed. By 
sliding the hand grip along the stick, 
clamps, etc., may be pulled into the end of 
the stick for a rigid connection. 


Fluorescent Lamp 


Four-foot long fluorescent lamp; in two 
colors; “daylight” and “warm white’; 
1% in. in diameter. General Electric 
Co, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., 
Bloomfield, N. J. 
On April 1 a 4ft. long fluorescent lamp, 
with a light output of 1,400 lumens, will 
available. Chief advantage of the new 
size will likely be that a system using the 
Onger lengths will be lower in installation 
and operating cost than a similar system 
Using shorter lamps, since fewer auxiliaries, 
‘onnections and wiring will be required. 
‘ew unit can be combined with existing 
sizes in designing end-to-end fixtures. 


a 
Process Timer 


Manual-set commercial timer is adapta- 
ble to processes requiring time control and 
may be -sed for signaling purposes or to 
operate small motors, lights and other 
“ectrical devices taking a relatively small 
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Process timer; in three types—‘‘MS,”’ 
carrying a load up to 660 watts; “ML,”’ 
for use on loads up to 20 amp. non- 
inductive or 1-hp. motor loads; “MN,” 
carry a load of 60 watts; all for use on 
110 volts, 60 cycles; various time cycles 
offered. Potter & Brumfield Mfg. Co., 
Ine., Princeton, Ind. 


current. Rotating the knob to the desired 
time interval on the dial sets the timer; 
this turns on the pilot light on top of the 
timer, which stays lighted until the cycle 
has been completed. This pilot light can 
be removed and an electrical device 
plugged in in its place. 


Friction and Rubber Tape 


“Twinsulation”’ tape. Mechanical Goods 
Division, United States Rubber Co., 
New York, N. Y. 

Less of a new combination friction and 
rubber type is said to be needed for splices, 
because of its high dielectric strength. The 
company states that a splice made with 
two plies of the tape will withstand a test 
voltage of approximately 12.500 to 15,000 
volts. 


Heated Lunch Box 


Employee - relations - minded employers 
may find helpful a new electrically heated 
lunch box. Three aluminum containers in 
the top section hold the foods to be warmed, 





“Dinette” lunch box; wired for 110 
volts, 330 watts a.c. Sales distributor. 
Omer 8S. Smith Co., Rockford, Ill. 


while the cold foods may be placed in 
the section below, which is insulated 
against heat. A thermostat is provided to 
keep the food from burning or sticking to 
the containers. Used in factories, a num- 
ber of boxes might be connected to gang 
outlets and controlled by a time switch. 


oe 
Lighting Panelboards 


A new safety switch and a line of light- 
ing panelboards use a “rocker” principle of 
front operation. A curved molded handle 
is rocked by thumb action to the “on” or 
“off” position. The circuit name or number 
may be written on a card inserted in the 
handles, as an aid to circuit identification. 
Switches make and break the circuit by a 


wiping action, to provide clean contact 
surfaces. 





“Rocker Type” lighting panelboards; in 
circuits from 4 to 40, in multiples of 4; 
branches have 30 amp., 125-volt rat- 
ings; safety switch, 30-amp. capacity, 
not shown. Bull Dog Electric Products 
Co., Detroit, Mich. 


Time-Delay Relay 


“Agastat;” for vertical mounting only; 
offered in a variety of sizes, styles and 
ratings, for a.c. and d.c., single- and 
double-break contacts. American Gas 
Accumulator Co., Electrical Division, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


An instantaneously recycling relay which 
will give a delay ranging from a fraction 
of a second to several minutes is offered 
for use with any electrical apparatus re- 
quiring a delay interval. Two communicat- 
ing chambers in the timing head are con- 
nected by an adjustable bleeding valve and 
a quick-release valve. The time period for 
the flow of air from the lower to the upper 
chamber is regulated by adjusting the screw 
pressure on the vorous packing material. 
Magnet or control circuit has been de- 
signed to eliminate hum and residual mag- 
netism; contact switch is an independent 
snap-action type. Unit is said to be unaf- 
fected by dust, temperature or humidity 
changes and timing period to be unaf- 
fected by voltage fluctuations. 


Metal Coating 


*“Seal-Cote”’’ transparent metal coating. 
The Fales Chemical Co., 545 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. 


A new transparent protective metal coat- 
ing is said to withstand the action of sun- 
light, moisture and climatic changes. Coat- 
ing may be sprayed or brushed on to 
copper, brass, bronze, steel and other 
metals. 
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Washer Shipments Advance; 
Ironer Volume Declines 


Factory shipments of household 
washers in January totaled 109,909, an 
increase of 51.3 per cent over the 
January, 1938, figure and 62.8 per cent 
greater than the figure recorded for 
December, 1938. 

Ironers shipped in January totaled 
8,208, compared with 8,967 in January, 
1938, and 9,210 in December, 1938, ac- 
cording to figures reported by J. R. 
Bohnen, executive secretary-treasurer 
of the American Washer and Ironer 
Manufacturers’ Association. 


Supply Contracts Awarded 


Supply contracts have been awarded 
to electrical manufacturing companies 
by Federal agencies as follows: 


General Cable Corp., War, wire, $121.,- 
080 


Ajax Electrothermic Corp., War, elec- 
tric furnace, $32,619. 

Graybar Electric Co., War, cable and 
reels, $22,946. 

Electric Are Cutting & Welding Co., 
War, generating units, $129,270. 

General Electric Co., Interior, switch- 
board and equipment, $13,936; Navy, arc 
welding machines, $14,022. 


Graybar Holds Open House 


Late in December the Minneapolis 
Graybar House moved to a new loca- 
tion at 824 South Fourth Street. The 
new offices, however, were not open for 
inspection until March 1, when Gray- 
bar held open house. An _ up-to-date 
display room and the new lighting dis- 
play room are exceptionally attractive 
and well laid out. The new location 
consists of two buildings which have 
been modernized. 


Lets City Plant Contracts 


Bushnell, Ill., recently awarded con- 
tracts for a municipal light and power 
plant and distribution system. The 
power plant and equipment contract 
went to Fairbanks, Morse & Co. at 
$103,194 and the distribution system 
to the Monroe Electric Co., Chicago, at 
$68,500. Warren & Van Praag, Inc., 


Decatur, are the engineers. 


Acquires Research Unit 


Clark Controller Co., Cleveland, 
Ohio, has acquired control of the Invex 
Corp., Bethlehem, Pa., an electrical re- 
search organization. Invex is being 
moved to a new 61 x 37-ft. two-story 
brick addition at the Clark plant. Invex 
is retaining its corporate identity. 
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Catir.—Pacific Gas & 


Santa Maria, 
Electric Company, San Francisco, plans 
extensions and improvements in transmis- 
sion and distributing lines in Santa Maria 
area, including re-routing of 70,000-volt 


high-tension feeder line. Additional dis- 
tributing lines will be provided at Lompoc, 
Zaca, Buellton and Betteravia in that dis- 
trict, with expansion and improvements in 
power substations at Santa Maria and 
Zaca. Work will be carried out as part of 
1939 extension and improvement program, 
and is estimated to cost about $158,000. 


Anita, lowa—Receives bids until March 
29 for new municipal electric power plant, 
including power station building, generat- 
ing and auxiliary electrical equipment, and 
distribution lines. Cost estimated about 
$110,000. Young & Stanley, Inc., Musca- 


tine, Iowa, is consulting engineer. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y.—Signal Corps Pro- 
curement District, 58th Street and First 
Avenue, Brooklyn, receives bids until 
March 24 for quantity of transformer, 
coils, rheostats, capacitors and other mis- 
cellaneous equipment (Circular 189). 


NortH Priatte, Nes.—Has plans under 
way for municipal electrical distribution 
system, including power substation units 
and transmission line for connection with 
power source. Special election has been 
called on April 4 to approve bond issue 


of $360,000 for work. 


FRAMINGHAM, Mass.— Boston Edison 
Company, Boston, has approved plans for 
alterations and improvements in power 
station at Framingham, including consider- 
able interior work. Award for general 
construction has been made to Irving P 
Rocheford, 8 Arlington Street, Framing- 
ham, and is scheduled to begin soon. 


Amuerst, Onto—Board of Public Af- 
fairs has plans maturing for new munici- 
pal electric power plant, for which a 
bond issue of $145,000 has been authorized. 
Proposed to carry out work this spring. 
Floyd G. Browne, Marion, Ohio, is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Denver, Co_o.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until March 27 for 
two 82.500-kva., a.c.. vertical-shaft electric 
generating units, with auxiliary equipment, 
for installation in Boulder hydro-electric 
generating station, Boulder dam, Boulder 
Canyon project. Arizona-California-Nevada 
(Specifications 834). 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—General Motors 
Corporation, General Motors Building, De- 
troit, Mich., plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, regulators, electric 
hoists, cranes and other equipment in pro- 
posed new plant in vicinity of municipal 
airport, Indianapolis, where site is being 
selected, to consist of several one and 
multi-story units. Plant will be used for 
production of aircraft engines, including 
parts manufacture and assembling divi- 
sions. Cost reported over $5.000,000. J. 
Lloyd Allen, Architects’ & Builders’ Build- 
ing, Indianapolis, is architect. 


Cuartotte, N. C—Duke Power Com- 
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pany plans extensions in primary and 
secondary lines in Mallard Creek area, 
vicinity of Charlotte, totaling approximately 
15 miles. Surveys are being completed 
and work is scheduled to begin soon. 


BurBaNK, CaLir.— Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation, 1705 Victory Place, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, regu- 
lators, conveyors, electric hoists and other 
equipment in connection with expansion 
and improvements in aircraft-manufactur- 
ing works. Fund of about $2,160,000 is 
being arranged for program, including de- 
velopment of new model airplanes. Com- 
pany is arranging for new stock issue to 
total approximately $3,100,000 and from 
which appropriation noted will be secured. 


Puoentx, Ariz.—Central Arizona Light 
& Power Company and Salt River Valley 
Water Users’ Association, both Phoenix, 
are concluding arrangements with Depart- 
ment of Interior, Washington, for emer- 
gency power supply from Parker Dam of 
Government, located on Colorado River, 
about 155 miles south from Boulder Dam. 
Development will comprise a hydroelectric 
power plant at dam, with initial installa- 
tion of three 30,000-kva. electric generating 
units and hydraulic turbines, estimated to 
cost about $7,800,000; construction of a 
transmission line from plant to Phoenix, 
estimated at $1,300,000, including switch- 
ing stations and operating facilities; and 
new terminal substation at Phoenix, to 
cost close to $325,000, where connection 
will be made with transmission lines of 
first two organizations noted. Project will 
be carried out under direction of Bureau 
of Reclamation, Denver, Colo. 


Mason Ciry, lowa—Peoples Gas & Elee- 
tric Company, Mason City, plans extensions 
in primary and secondary lines for rural 
service in vicinity of Mason City, totaling 
close to 60 miles. Franchise has been se- 
cured. Work will begin early in spring. 


Sranton, Nes.—Stanton County Rural 
Public Power District, Stanton, Peter H. 
Claussen, president, has plans maturing 
for primary and secondary lines for rur 
electric system in parts of Stanton, Cum- 
ing and Colfax Counties, totaling close to 
150 miles, with outdoor power substations 
and service facilities. Fund of about $155, 
000 is available. Work is scheduled to 
begin this spring. 


Burrato, N. Y.—Buffalo Niagara Elec: 
tric Corporation has taken out a permit 
for construction of new indoor-type power 
substation at 1228 Elk Street, about 35 x 10 
feet, and will proceed with construction 
at once. 


Hosoxen, N. J.—General Foods Corpo 
ration, 250 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, electric hoists, loaders and 
other equipment in four-story addition ' 
plant on Hudson Street, Hoboken, totaling 
about 100,000 square feet of floor space, 
to be used for can manufacture. Work 
will be placed under way soon. 
estimated about $250.000. 
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